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SUB J : CHECK FORGERY RING 

1. THE CONSULATE HAS RECEIVED IN CONFIDENCE INFORMATION FROM 
A PROMINENT LOCAL CURRENCY DEALER REGARDING WHAT APPEARS 
TO BE A RING OF PERSONS WHO ALTER U. S. BANK MONEY ORDERS. 

THE CURRENCY DEALER RECENTLY ACCEPTED AND CASHED FIVE BANK- 
ISSUED PERSONAL MONEY ORDERS, FOUR IN THE AMOUNT OF $1000 AND ONE 
IN THE AMOUNT OF $500. ALL WERE RETURNED BY THE ISSUING BANKS WITH 
THE EXPLANATION THAT THEY HAD BEEN ISSUED IN THE AMOUNTS 

OF $1 AND $5, RESPECTIVELY, AND APPARENTLY ALTERED. THE 
CURRENCY DEALER'S INVESTIGATION LED HIM TO BELIEVE THAT A 
LOCAL NARCOTICS RING IS DISTRIBUTING THESE CHECKS, AND 
PAYING FOR THEIR MERCHANDISE WITH THE PROCEEDS. 

THE CURRENCY DEALER'S INVESTIGATION HAS RESULTED IN THREATS 
OF DEATH AGAINST HIM. 

2. ALL THE CHECKS WERE DRAWN TO THE ORDER OF ONE STELLA 
GARCIA, AND ARE SIGNED BY ALBERTO ROBLEDO, 432 W. CRYSTAL 
AVENUE, LOMBARD, NEW JERSEY 60148. THREE CHECKS, IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $1000 EACH, WERE DRAWN ON BRANCHES OF THE CHEMICAL BANK: 

59 WEST 86TH ST.ICOLOMBUS AVENUE), 2260 BROADWAY (8 1ST STREET), 
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ALL WERE CASHED ON DECEMBER 19, 1974. 

ONE CHECK IN THE AMOUNT OF $1000 WAS CASHED ON DECEMBER 30, 

1974, DRAWN ON THE FRANKLIN NATIONAL BANK, NEW YORK, AND ONE 
CHECK IN THE AMOUNT OF $500 WAS CASHED ON DECEMBER 21, 

1974, DRAWN ON THE FIRST NATIONAL CITY BANK OF NEW YORK. 

ALL OF THE MONEY ORDERS WERE RETURNED WITH NOTIFICATION 
THAT THE AMOUNTS HAD BEEN ALTERED FROM $1 AN $5, RESPECTIVELY. 

PHOTOCOPIES OF THESE CHECKS WILL BE POUCHED TO ADDRESSEES. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: APPROPRIATE AGENCIES MAY WISH TO INTER- 
VIEW THE CURRENCY DEALER IN CALI TO ASCERTAIN FURTHER INFORMA- 
TION. ALTHOUGH HE STATES HE HAS NOTIFIED THE BANKS INVOLVED, 

AGENCIES MAY ALSO WISH TO INITIATE THEIR OWN INVESTIGATION 
WITH THE BANKS. KERR 
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